10                                     LECTURE  I.

*tf

definitions, as it seemed useless to the reader, who
was generally quite incapable of appreciating in the
beginning their full value. Thus it happened that
the rule of giving verbal definitions came to be looked
upon after a time as useless and obsolete. Some
authors actually took credit for no longer giving
these verbal definitions, and it soon became the
fashion to say that the only true and complete de-
finition of what was meant by logic or grammar, by
law or religion, was contained in the books them-
selves which treated of these subjects.

But what has been the result? Endless misunder-
standings and controversies, which might have been
avoided in many cases, if both sides had clearly de-
fined what they did, and what they did not under-
stand by certain words.

With regard to religion, it is no doubt extremely
difficult to give a definition. The word rose to the
surface thousands of years ago; it was retained while
what was meant by it went on changing from century
to century,, and it is now often applied to the very
opposite of what it was originally intended to signify.

Etymological Meaning of Beligio.   .

It is useless with words of this kind to appeal to
their etymological meaning. The etymological mean-
ing of a word is always extremely important, both
psychologically and historically, because it indicates
the exact point from which certain ideas started.
But to know the small source of a river is very dif-
ferent from knowing the whole course of it: and to
know the etymology of a word is very different from